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From the Chair
“Difficult times" has become a 
much-overdone phrase. And 
keeping up with change has now 
become a chore, as the world 
comes to terms with this new virus 
and the necessary rules introduced 
for public health safety. 

This issue of “Shorebirds" is also 
affected by change. The special 
touch of long-serving editor, Trevor 
Lipsett, will be missing from this and 
future issues. Trevor has done a 
magnificent job over the years both 
gathering the stories, contributing 
with humour and trivia, then 
delivering the magazine through 
the township. You could hear him 
coming with car radio at high 
volume – it gave us all a chance to 
hide our Tim-Tams. 

From now on, the magazine will be 
sent electronically to those who 
prefer it that way, with a number of 
hard copies dropped on the 
counter at the Dublin General Store. 

TBPA recently hosted a community 
meeting presented by the CFS to 
advise of fire risk in our area. The 
information delivered was very 
comprehensive, giving us the 
chance of developing a level of 
comfort in our ability to handle our 
individual circumstances. The 
association is planning more of 
these types of meetings in the future 
– watch for notices. 

Changes are happening around 
the Shed with the NBN mast now in 
position. With the building process 
nearly complete, the installation of 
wiring and technical equipment will 
soon begin. 

The Shed extension is proceeding 
with an upgrade to our electrical 
supply being provided by NBN. 

Our next big challenge is going to 
be increasing the area of our 
carpark. Approaches to the Council 
for assistance have not been 
successful. So now parking for 
people attending activities at the 
Shed is going to become a serious 
safety issue when parking on Ruskin 
Road becomes necessary. 

Our normal Anzac Day Dawn 
service will proceed – keeping 
distance will be the only special 
requirement. We are who and what 
we are because of the service and 
sacrifice of those we remember on 
Anzac Day. 

Again – thank you Trevor Lipsett – 
your effort over the years was 
greatly appreciated. 

Ian Telfer - Chairperson, TBPA. 
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Disclaimer: 

The Shorebirds Bulletin is 
published by the Thompson 
Beach Progress Association 
Inc.  Opinions expressed in 
this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the 
Association or the editors.  
Every effort is made to 
ensure the accuracy of 
material printed, but errors 
and omissions may occur. 

UPDATE – 30 March 2020 
Due to new COVID-19 restrictions. 
The Anzac Day Dawn Service has 
been cancelled. 
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Local Events 

Many local events and social functions have 
been cancelled or postponed due to the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. 

A directive was issued on 23 March under the 
Emergency Management Act, which places 
restrictions on non-essential business and social 
gatherings. Buildings used by social and 
sporting clubs (ie. The Shed) are required to 
remain closed to the public.  

As such, all events and activities conducted at 
the Shed are postponed until further notice. 

This directive will remain in place for at least 
one month, at which time it will be reassessed. 

COVID-19 - Coronavirus 

 

For the latest Coronavirus news, updates and 
advice, go to: https://www.australia.gov.au 
or https://www.health.gov.au/ 
 
The National Coronavirus Helpline operates 24 
hours a day, seven days a week - 1800 020 080 

CFS Bushfire Ready Meeting 

A Bushfire Ready meeting, run by the CFS, was 
held on Sunday March 8 and was well 
attended by local residents. 

Thanks to Jeff Thomas for running the sausage 
sizzle that followed the event. 

If you missed the meeting and would like 
information on being bushfire ready, there are 
excellent resources available on the CFS 
website: 
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/home.jsp 

Community Survey 

Thank you to those residents who completed 
and returned their Community Surveys. 

The response rate was not as good as we 
hoped so if you missed the opportunity to have 
your say, the online survey will remain open 
until the end of April.  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6LNMQKK 

The Importance of Traffic Watch 

Among the common problems at Thompson 
Beach reported by residents are speeding and 
other forms of irresponsible driving. 

To give SAPOL a better understanding of the 
scale and nature of traffic issues, it's really 
important to register these incidents using the 
Traffic Watch online reporting form or Traffic 
Watch app.  

Traffic Watch should be used when requesting 
police attendance on the 131 444 number isn't 
appropriate. 

The information captured through Traffic 
Watch could help make our roads safer by 
assisting SAPOL in determining the future 
allocation of resources, such as safety 
cameras and increased patrolling. 

You don't need to have vehicle registration 
details, nor lodge a highly detailed report - 
even basic details such as location, time, date 
and a very brief summary are enough. Reports 
can also be lodged anonymously. 

Traffic Watch is part of the SAPOL app and is 
available for both android and iOS devices. 
 
To find out more, go to: 
https://www.police.sa.gov.au/online-
services/traffic-watch2 
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Around Town 

Down South 

 
Photo Credit: Anna Zillioto. 

New BBQ and seating facilities have been 
installed at the southern end of Thompson 
Beach.  One additional seat is to be installed. 

The BBQ is awaiting a power connection from 
SA Power Networks and once operational will 
be free to use. 

Up North 

 
National Parks and Wildlife has installed a gate 
across the beach ramp at the northern end of 
The Esplanade, which is within the Park area.  

Pedestrian/bicycle access to the beach 
remains at the right-hand side of the gate 
along with pedestrian/bicycle access via a 
path on the right-hand side of the information 
bay.  

Three new walking trails are being developed 
in the time ahead 

Note that the use of motorbikes and quads in 
the Park area is not permitted.  

NBN Tower 

 
(Photo Credit - Ian Telfer) 

The NBN tower has been lifted into place 
behind the Shed on Ruskin Road. 

The compound housing the tower will be 
completed in the following weeks.  

Port Parham Not for Sale 

In the early 1980’s, a very committed group 
fought against the takeover of Port Parham 
and Webb Beach by the Department of 
Defence, and won! As a result, we now have 
a settlement at Thompson Beach. 

The compilation of news reports on this activity 
is now in the public realm on YouTube. It is 38 
minutes long but worth watching if you are 
interested. Many local residents appear in it. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYjhC7c
dd90 
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Is Your Cat Microchipped? 

There have been concerns raised in the 
community regarding the prevalence of feral, 
semi-owned and abandoned cats in the 
Thompson Beach area, which appear to be 
building in numbers. 

The TBPA has been consulting with Council 
and National Parks and Wildlife on the issue; 
with view to establishing a community-led 
project to remove these cats. Once a draft 
plan has been developed, it will be made 
available for community comment. 

With this on the horizon, it's an appropriate time 
for cat owners in Thompson Beach to ensure 
their pets are microchipped in order to prevent 
accidental removal should such a project take 
place. 

Laws came into effect for cat (and dog) 
owners on 1 July 2018 that include mandatory 
microchipping. 

Snake Sightings 

Although the weather isn’t that warm at 
present, there have been several snake 
sightings over the past few weeks. Stay alert. 

If you need a snake catcher, call David Pick on 
0418 849 776. 

What’s in a Street Name 

Most of the streets in Thompson Beach are 
named after a type of local bird, with the 
obvious exceptions being The Esplanade and 
Ruskin Road, which is the main road from 
Dublin into Thompson Beach. 

Each Shorebirds edition, we will be featuring 
one or two streets and the bird behind the 
name - this edition we feature Pelican Court. 

Australian Pelicans are large water birds, 
recognisable by their enormous beak which 
can hold up to 13 litres of water. Their wing 
span can be up to 2.5 meters wide. Pelicans 
can be found on lakes, rivers, and all along the 
coast. 

Pelicans visiting Thompson Beach often like to 
rest on the furthest shore banks of the now 
semi-permanent sea water lakes or on the 
sand banks exposed after the tides retreat. 

Pelicans breed year-round, providing there is 
enough rain and food. They nest in large 
colonies on off shore islands, laying two to four 
large white eggs. 

 
Australian Pelican at Thompson Beach 
Copyright. Photo by Emma Micklethwaite 
 

Shorebirds Bulletin Online 

To receive your copy via email, please send your name and email address to tbpa-1@hotmail.com 
or complete the form below and return it to TBPA – Box 148, Dublin SA 5501 

The Shorebirds Bulletin may also be accessed via the website: https://www.thompsonbeach.sa.au/ 

NAME: 
 

EMAIL: 
 

Tip: The best place for an owned cat is 
on the property of the owner. This isn't 
just because of this upcoming project, 
but to also help protect owned cats 
from parasites and diseases spread by 
feral cats (and to help better protect 
our valuable wildlife). 
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Yorke Peninsula hooded plover season rated one of the best

A dedicated team of volunteers on Yorke 
Peninsula has recorded the survival of 15 more 
hooded plover fledglings than last year, 
exceeding breeding season expectations for 
the shy and vulnerable shorebird that lays its 
eggs on the beach. 

This year’s data shows 19 hooded plover 
fledglings from 14 pairs, compared to four 
fledglings from three pairs the previous season. 
In 2017/18, there were 12 fledglings from eight 
pairs and nine fledglings from four pairs the 
year before. 

The news is a welcome boost for volunteers 
who work hard to help hooded plover parents 
sustain their tiny, camouflaged chicks until they 
can fly at five weeks of age. Hoodies, as 
they’re affectionately known, are particularly 
vulnerable because their nests are exposed, 
shallow scrapes in the sand and they hatch 
during the most popular months for beach 
goers. They survive against the odds by 
avoiding unsuspecting people and their dogs, 
vehicles and numerous other predators while 
they forage for food near the water’s edge. 

 
A cute yet fragile hooded plover chick (Photo credit: 
Glenn Ehmke) 

 
Seven-day-old hooded plover chicks foraging for food 
near the water’s edge (Photo credit: Glenn Ehmke) 
 

 
Adult hooded plovers strive to keep their eggs and chicks 
safe during breeding season  
(Photo credit: Coral Johnson) 
 

 
Hooded plover eggs nestled in a small scrape on a Yorke 
Peninsula beach (Coral Johnson) 
 

 

Reprinted with permission from Natural Resources Northern and Yorke, Department for Environment and Water 



 

Thompson Beach. South Australia. Area 619 
 

Newsletter March 2020 
 

With the increase in population at Thompson Beach, Neighbourhood Watch will resume 
communicating information to the local community.  
 
There has been interest from residents wishing to improve the safety, security and becoming 
alerted to activities in our area. The intention is for Neighbourhood Watch to ensure the town is 
a safe and enjoyable environment. 
 
Future communications will include incidents that required action by local Police, safety bulletins 
related to the area, updates on Proof Range activities and general items of interest.  
 
Also available from Neighbourhood Watch are items for home and vehicle security; for example, 
number plate security screws, UV pens and a good range of rechargeable LED torches. 
Additionally, I have engraving facilities for marking items and can provide advice on ways to 
mark and identify your property. 
 
At present there are only 3 active Neighbourhood Watch personnel in Thompson Beach, but we 
have new members that will add to our group and provide extra eyes.  
 
If you would like more information or are interested in becoming active in our area, please 
contact: 

 

Des Quin. 
Area Co-ordinator, Thompson Beach 619 
State Councillor Barossa. 
Ph. 0418 831983 

Jeff Thomas 
Secretary, Treasurer.  
Ph. 0407 976727 
 

 
 

REMEMBER 
See something. Hear something. Say something. 

 
 
 

             Des Quin  JP 15434 

              State Councillor Barossa 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SA 
7 Sandpiper Drive,                 P.O. Box 136 
Thompson Beach.                  Dublin S.A 5501 
South Australia. 5501 
Mobile. 0418 83 1983 
Ph. Int. 61418 83 1983 

des.quin@bigpond.com 

 

mailto:des.quin@bigpond.com


AUSTRALIAbirds are in our nature

Length 1.6-1.8 m from tip of beak to tip of tail
Wingspan 2.3-2.5 m 
Weight 4.0-6.8 kg

The Australian Pelican is a large white 
bird that can be found in wetlands and 
coastal area. They are very graceful 
when flying and are often seen in a 
v-shaped formation. They use their big 
pink bill to scoop up fish which they 
swallow whole. 
birdlife.org.au

Australian Pelican 
Pelecanus conspicillatus

Image © Duncan Turnbull
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Sponsors and Supporters 

Thompson Beach Progress Association would like to acknowledge and thank their sponsors for 
their continued support. 

Trailer Hire 
The Thompson Beach Progress Association’s trailer 
is available for hire for any resident of Thompson 

Beach. 

Cost: $25 per day with a $50 refundable deposit. 

Seniors Rates - $20 per day 

Ph: 0456 255 379 

THOMMO’S DRINKING WATER 

PH: 0438 131 677 

- JEFF - 

Deliveries to Dublin, Parham,  
Webb Beach, Two Wells, Thompson 

Beach and Middle Beach 

 

ADVERTISING
We currently have space on 
the noticeboard outside the 

Shed for one 800x600mm sign 

If you are interested in 
advertising on the 

noticeboard or in this 
newsletter, please contact the 

Thompson Beach Progress 
Association for more 

information. 

tbpa-1@hotmail.com 
or m: 0456 255 379 

Justice of the Peace 
We have our own JP at the beach – Mr Des Quin. 
You can reach Des on 0418 831 983. 

Adelaide Plains Council offers a free JP services at 
the Two Wells Library on Saturday between 9am 
and 11am. Phone: 8527 0200 

This newsletter is kindly printed by the Office of Senator Alex Gallacher. 
 

Senator Alex Gallacher | Labor Senator for South Australia 
Office: 265 Churchill Road, Prospect SA 5082  Phone: 08 8269 6022 

Email: senator.gallacher@aph.gov.au 
facebook.com/SenatorAlexGallacher 
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